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Prsentation de |'diteurRoughly half the world's population speaks languages derived from a shared linguistic
source known as Proto-1ndo-European. But who were the early speakers of this ancient mother tongue, and
how did they manage to spread it around the globe? Until now their identity has remained a tantalizing
mystery to linguists, archaeologists, and even Nazis seeking the roots of the Aryan race. The Horse, the
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Wheel, and Language lifts the vell that has long shrouded these original Indo-European speakers, and reveals
how their domestication of horses and use of the wheel spread language and transformed civilization.
Linking prehistoric archaeol ogical remains with the development of language, David Anthony identifies the
prehistoric peoples of central Eurasia’s steppe grasslands as the original speakers of Proto-1ndo-European,
and shows how their innovative use of the ox wagon, horseback riding, and the warrior's chariot turned the
Eurasian steppes into a thriving transcontinental corridor of communication, commerce, and cultural
exchange. He explains how they spread their traditions and gave rise to important advances in copper
mining, warfare, and patron-client political institutions, thereby ushering in an era of vibrant social change.
Anthony also describes his fascinating discovery of how the wear from bits on ancient horse teeth reveals the
origins of horseback riding. The Horse, the Wheel, and L anguage solves a puzzle that has vexed scholars for
two centuries--the source of the Indo-European languages and English--and recovers a magnificent and
influential civilization from the past.From Publishers Weeklyln this study of language, archeology and
culture, Hartwick College anthropology professor Anthony hypothesizes that a proto-1ndo-European culture
emerged in the Ponto-Caspian steppes 4,000 years ago, speaking an ur-language ancestor to the Romance,
German and Slavic family of languages, Sanskrit and modern English. Citing discoveries in the Ukraine,
Russia and Kazakhstan made possible only after the fall of the Iron Curtain brought together Soviet and
western scientists, Anthony combines evidence from radioactive dating, demographic analysis of migration
patterns, linguistic analysis and the study of epics such asthe Iliad and the Rig Veda to substantiate his
contention. Central to histhesisistherole of the horse, originally domesticated for food and first ridden to
manage herds; only later, with the development of the chariot, were they ridden during combat. Anthony
provides a comprehensive, in-depth analysis of his subject, complete with a history of relevant research over
the past two centuries (including evidence and opinion that counter his own, such as the now-discredited
Aryan race hypothesis). A thorough look at the cutting edge of anthropology, Anthony's book isa
fascinating look into the origins of modern man. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Prsentation de I'diteurRoughly half the world's population speaks languages
derived from a shared linguistic source known as Proto-1ndo-European. But who were the early speakers of
this ancient mother tongue, and how did they manage to spread it around the globe? Until now their identity
has remained a tantalizing mystery to linguists, archaeol ogists, and even Nazis seeking the roots of the
Aryan race. The Horse, the Wheel, and Language lifts the veil that has long shrouded these original Indo-
European speakers, and reveals how their domestication of horses and use of the wheel spread language and
transformed civilization. Linking prehistoric archaeological remains with the development of language,
David Anthony identifies the prehistoric peoples of central Eurasia's steppe grasslands as the original
speakers of Proto-Indo-European, and shows how their innovative use of the ox wagon, horseback riding,
and the warrior's chariot turned the Eurasian steppes into a thriving transcontinental corridor of
communication, commerce, and cultural exchange. He explains how they spread their traditions and gave
rise to important advances in copper mining, warfare, and patron-client political institutions, thereby
ushering in an era of vibrant social change. Anthony also describes his fascinating discovery of how the
wear from bits on ancient horse teeth reveals the origins of horseback riding. The Horse, the Wheel, and
L anguage solves a puzzle that has vexed scholars for two centuries--the source of the Indo-European
languages and English--and recovers a magnificent and influential civilization from the past.



